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SEN INFORMATION REPORT 

Wheatlands Primary School 

All schools in the Galileo Academy Trust are committed to and adopt a similar 

approach to meeting the needs of all children including those with special 

educational needs. There is a shared expectation that all pupils, regardless of 

their specific needs, should be offered inclusive teaching which will enable them 

to make the best possible progress in school and feel that they are a valued 

member of the wider school community. Schools within the Trust benefit from 

the expertise offered by our local special schools at Kirkleatham and Kilton 

Thorpe. 

All the schools are inclusive and may offer the following range of provision to 

support children with communication and interaction, cognition and learning 

difficulties, social, mental and emotional health problems or sensory or physical 

needs. 

The range of support deployed will be tailored to individual need following 

thorough assessment by internal or external agencies. It is designed to promote 

pupils working towards becoming independent and resilient learners and should 

not be seen in isolation. 

How does Wheatlands identify children with special educational needs? 

A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special 

educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that 

normally available to pupils of the same age.  

Class teachers make regular assessments of progress for all pupils. Through these 

assessments pupils making less than expected progress can be identified.  

Children with SEN can be characterised by: 

 Making significantly slower progress than their peers when starting from the 

same baseline 

 Failing to either match  or better their own previous rate of progress 

 Failing to close the attainment gap between themselves and their peers 

 Having an increasingly wide attainment gap between themselves and their 

peers 

(SEN Code of Practice: 0-25 years July 2014) 
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SCHOOL OFFER 

Wheatlands Primary School 

Hundale Crescent, Redcar, TS10 2PU 

Telephone: 01642 489784.  

Email: office@wheatlandsprimary.co.uk 

Website: www.wheatlandsprimary.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Samantha Pyle 

SENCo: Mrs Susan Johnson 

Date finalised: July 2020 

 Question Response 

1 How does the school know 
if children need extra help, 
and what should I do if I 
think my child may have 
special educational needs? 

When children are transferring to Wheatlands 
Primary School from another local school setting, 
contact will be made and information regarding the 
child will be shared. 

 
In the case of children transferring from other areas, 
we endeavour to get in touch with a child’s previous 
school to ascertain any special needs that may 
require support within school.  

 
Pupil progress is monitored regularly by class 
teachers and the Head Teacher. Class teachers 
are confident in flagging up concerns to our SENCO 
at the early stages so that additional support may 
be offered when required.  There may then be a 
need to discuss next steps in provision with 
parents/carers with a view to further assessment to 
pinpoint a child’s area of need or offer extra support 
within school. At this stage, parents/carers would 
be invited into school for a meeting to discuss the 
way ahead. 
 
If parents/carers have any concerns regarding the 
learning of their children, we operate a very open-
door policy. Teachers are available to discuss 
concerns, as is our SENCO. Appointments can be 
arranged at mutually convenient times across the 

week.  
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2 How will the school staff 
support my child? 

This is dependent upon the level of support 
required by individual children. The first person to 
contact would be: 
Your child’s class teacher who is responsible 

for:  

 Checking on the progress of your child and 

identifying, planning and delivering any 

additional help your child may need (this could 

be things like targeted work, additional 

support) and letting the SENCO know where 

necessary. 

 Ensuring that all staff working with your child in 

school are helped to deliver the planned 

work/programme for your child, so they can 

achieve the best possible progress. This may 

involve the use of additional adults, outside 

specialist help and specially planned work and 

resources. 

 Ensuring that the school’s SEN Policy is 

followed in their classroom and for all the 

pupils they teach with any SEN.  

 

The school SENCO (Special Educational Needs 

co-ordinator) who is responsible for:  

 Coordinating all the support for children with 

special educational needs or disabilities (SEN) 

and developing the school’s SEN Policy to 

make sure all children get a consistent, high 

quality response to meeting their needs in 

school.  

 Ensuring that you are involved in supporting 

your child’s learning, kept informed about the 

support your child is getting and involved in 

reviewing how they are doing. 

 Liaising with all the other people who may be 

coming into school to help support your child’s 

learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, 

Educational Psychology etc... 

 Updating the school’s SEN register (a system 

for ensuring all the SEN needs of pupils in this 

school are known) and making sure that there 

are excellent records of your child’s progress 

and needs. 

 Providing specialist support for teachers and 

support staff in the school so they can help 

children with SEN in the school achieve the 

best progress possible. 
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The Head Teacher is responsible for: 

 The day to day management of all aspects of 

the school, this includes the support for 

children with SEN. She will give responsibility 

to the SENCO and class teachers but is still 

responsible for ensuring that your child’s 

needs are met. 

 Making sure that the Governing Body is kept 

up to date about any issues in the school 

relating to SEN. 

3 How will the curriculum be 
matched to my child’s 
needs? 

Class Teachers plan lessons according to the 

specific needs of all groups of children in their 

class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are 

met. 

Specially trained support staff can adapt the 

teachers planning to support the needs of your 

child where necessary. 

Specific resources and strategies will be used to 

support your child individually and in groups. 

Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily 

basis if needed to meet your child’s learning 

needs. 

4 How will I know how my 
child is doing and how will 
you help me to support my 
child’s learning? 

The class teacher is regularly available to discuss 

your child’s progress or any concerns you may 

have and to share information about what is 

working well at home and school, so similar 

strategies can be used. 

The SENCO and Head Teacher are available to 

meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or 

any concerns/worries you may have.  

All information from outside professionals will be 

discussed with you with the person involved 

directly, or where this is not possible, in a report. 

A home/school contact book may be used to 

support communication with you if it is felt that it 

would be useful for you and your child. 

Again, our open-door policy is crucial in enabling 
parents to provide support at home.  
 
Termly parents evenings are held where your 
child’s progress is discussed in detail and, for those 
children on the SEN register, termly targets set out 
in an individual SEN Support Plan are reviewed. 
 
Full written reports are sent home annually in the 
Summer Term.  
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5 What support will there be 
for my child’s overall well-
being? 

Every class teacher is responsible for making 
provision for the social and emotional needs of the 
children in their class. We have a number of whole 
school initiatives such as school council, 
assemblies, Buddies, Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, 
and Young Health Champions etc. which we follow 
in addition to our timetabled SMSC work.  
 
A number of teachers and support staff are trained 
in Paediatric first aid and in giving medications. 
Health Care Plans are written and reviewed 
annually, for children who need immediate or on-
going medication. Staff are trained in the use of Epi-
pens when necessary. 
 
We also liaise with a number of partner agencies to 
ensure that the social and emotional needs of our 
children are met. This includes School Nursing 
Service, local counsellors and therapy services 
such as The Junction, Bridgeway, The Link and 
CAMHS. 
 
We also benefit from having a member of the 
support staff who is a qualified counsellor. She is 
able to give more comprehensive emotional 
support where needed. This, of course, follows 
discussion with parents/carers.  
 
 

6 What specialist services 
and expertise are available 
at or accessed by the 
school? 

Directly funded by the school: 

 Teaching assistant support 
 
Provided by the Local Authority or other schools, 
but available, sometimes, at cost to the school: 

 Education Psychology Service 

 Sensory Service for children with visual or 
hearing needs 

 Specialist Teaching Service (Learning, 
Behaviour and Autistic Spectrum Disorders) 

 Early Bird courses (Autism support) 
 
Provided by the Health Service but often delivered 
in school: 

 School nurse 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Physiotherapy 

 Speech and Language Therapy 
 
Provided by the Health Service and delivered away 
from school: 
 

 CAMHS (Child and adolescent mental health 
service) 
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7 What training have the 
staff supporting children 
with SEN had? 

Our support staff are currently trained in some of the 
following: 

 Better Reading Partnership 

 Epi-pen use 

 BLAST-Speech and language intervention 

 Paediatric First Aid 

 Team Teach 
 

8 How will my child be 
included in activities 
outside the classroom 
including school trips? 

Wheatlands offers a broad range of extra-curricular 
activities all of which are open to every child in a 
particular age group. We are a fully inclusive school 
and provide extra support if a child who needs sit 
would like to access a particular club. Years Five 
and Six also undertake Residential Visits. 
 
When arranging educational visits, the arranging 
staff will liaise with parents of children with 
additional needs to ensure that their requirements 
are catered for on the visit. No child will be excluded 
from an educational visit/residential due to their 
special educational need (Equality Act 2012) as 
long as the planned visit is suitable for the child and 
their safety and the safety of others is not 
compromised. 
 
All school trips are risk assessed and this includes 
looking at the activities against the needs of the 
children. 
 
When risk assessments raise a concern, parents 
will be consulted and an agreed way forward will be 
planned to ensure that the child is included. 
 

9 How accessible is the 
school environment? 

The school is a one storey building which is   
accessible to children with a physical disability. 
 
We ensure that all equipment and extra-curricular 
activities are accessible to all children regardless of 
their needs. 
 
Disabled toilet facilities are available in the building. 
 

10 How will the school 
prepare and support my 
child to join the school; 
transfer to a new setting, 
school  or the next stage of 
education and life? 

We at Wheatlands are aware that transitions can be 
difficult for a child with SEN and take steps to 
ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible. 
 
If your child is moving to another school: 

 We will contact the SENCO and ensure that 
he/she knows about any special arrangements 
that need to be made for your child. 

 We will make sure that all records about your 
child are passed on as soon as possible. 
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When moving classes in school:  

 Information will be passed on to the new class 
teacher IN ADVANCE and, in most cases, a 
planning meeting will take place with the new 
teacher. 

 Termly Pupil Progress meetings ensure that all 
information is passed on to relevant adults. 

 
In Year 6: 

 Children leaving us at the end of Year 6 will 
follow the transition program of their chosen 
secondary school. 

 The Y6 team and SENCO (if necessary) will 
discuss the specific needs of your child with the 
SENCO of their secondary school. 

 Where possible your child will visit their new 
school on several occasions and in some cases 
staff from the new school will visit your child at 
Wheatlands. 

 Children leaving us at the end of Year 6 will 
follow the transition program of their chosen 
secondary school. 

 

11 How are the school’s 
resources allocated and 
matched to children’s 
special educational 
needs? 

The school budget, received from Redcar and 

Cleveland LA, includes money for supporting 

children with SEN. 

 

The Head Teacher decides on the budget for Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities in consultation 

with the school governors, on the basis of needs in 

the school. 

 

The Head Teacher and the SENCO discuss all the 

information that they have about SEN in the school 

including: 

 The children getting extra help already. 

 The children needing extra support. 

 The children who have been identified as not 
making as much progress as would be 
expected. 

 
Then they decide what resources/training and 
support is needed. This is reviewed regularly and 
amended as necessary. 
 

12 How is the decision made 
about what type and how 
much support my child will 
receive? 

Our school offers many different types of 

support 

1. Class teacher input via high quality 

classroom teaching targeted at areas of 

weakness of individual children.  

For your child this would mean: 

 That the teacher has the highest possible 

expectations for your child and all pupils in 

their class. 
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 That all teaching is based on building upon 

what your child already knows, can do and can 

understand. 

 Different ways of teaching are in place so that 

your child is fully involved in learning in class. 

This may involve things like using more 

practical learning. 

 Making certain that specific strategies (which 

may be suggested by the SENCO or outside 

staff) are in place to support your child to learn. 

 Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked 

on your child’s progress and will have decided 

that your child has a gap in their 

understanding/learning and needs some extra 

support to help them make the best possible 

progress. 

 

 

2. Specific group work within a smaller group 

of children.  

These groups, often called Intervention groups by 

schools, may be within the classroom or outside. 

Led by a teacher or more often a teaching 

assistant who has had training to run these 

groups.  

 

3. Being recorded as part of the school SEN 

register 

 For your child this would mean:  

 They have been identified by the class teacher 

as needing some extra support in school.  

 He/ She will engage in group sessions with 

specific targets to help him/her to make more 

progress. 

 A teaching assistant/teacher or outside 

professional (like a Speech and Language 

Therapist) will run these small group sessions. 

 A SEN Support Plan would be drawn up by the 

class teacher detailing targets set to address 

the specific needs of your child. This is 

reviewed termly and parents are invited to help 

to plan targets (Structured Conversation). 

 

This type of support is available for any child who 

has specific gaps in their understanding of a 

subject/area of learning. 
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4. Specialist groups run by outside agencies 

e.g: 

 Outside agencies such as the Speech and 

Language Therapy (SALT) Service. 

 Attendance at Dormanstown Learning Support 

Base 

 Attendance at the Intensive Reading Class 

offered by the Specialist Teaching Service 

  Drama and/or art therapy offered by The Link 

based in Redcar. 

 For children medical/life limiting or life 

shortening needs the school would use the 

following website for guidance: 

www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk  

For your child this would mean:  

 Your child will have been identified by the class 

teacher/SENCO (or you will have raised your 

worries) as needing more specialist input 

instead of or in addition to high quality teaching 

and intervention groups. 

 You will be asked to come to a meeting to 

discuss your child’s progress and help plan 

possible ways forward. 

 You may be asked to give your permission for 

the school to refer your child to a specialist 

professional e.g a Speech and Language 

Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will 

help the school and yourself understand your 

child’s particular needs better and be able to 

support them better in school.  

 You will be invited to come to a meeting to plan 

the targets for your child’s SEN Support Plan. 

 

All specialist professionals will work with your child 

to understand their needs and make 

recommendations, which may include: 

 Making changes to the way your child is 

supported in class e.g some individual support 

or changing some aspects of teaching to 

support them better  

 Support to set better targets which will include 

their specific expertise 

 A group run by school staff under the guidance 

of the outside professional e.g. a social skills 

group  

 A group or individual work with outside 

professionals. 

 

 

http://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/
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The school may suggest that your child needs 

some individual support in school. We will tell you 

how the support will be used and what strategies 

will be put in place.  

 

This type of support is available for children with 

specific barriers to learning that cannot be 

overcome through high quality teaching and 

intervention groups.  

 

5. High level of need which cannot be 

provided for from the budget available to 

the school 

This is usually provided via an Education, Health 

and Care Plan (EHCP).This means your child will 

have been identified by the class teacher/SENCO 

as needing a particularly high level of individual or 

small group teaching, which cannot be provided 

from the budget available to the school. 

 

Usually your child will also need specialist support 

in school from a professional outside the school. 

This may be from: 

 Local Authority central services such as the 
Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)service  

 Educational Psychologists 

 Specialist Teaching services 

 Support Bases 
For your child this would mean:  

 The school (or you) can request that the Local 

Authority carry out a statutory assessment of 

your child’s needs. This is a legal process 

which sets out the amount of support that will 

be provided for your child. 

 After the school have sent in the request to the 

Local Authority (with a lot of information about 

your child, including some from you), they will 

decide whether they think your child’s needs 

(as described in the paperwork provided), 

seem complex enough to need an Education 

Health and Care Plan. If this is the case they 

will ask you and all professionals involved with 

your child to write a report outlining your child’s 

needs. If they do not think your child requires 

this, they will ask the school to continue with 

the support provided. 

 After the reports have been read the Local 

Authority will decide if your child’s needs are 

severe, complex and lifelong and whether they 

need specialist support in school in order to 

make good progress. If this is the case, they 
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will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case, 

they will ask the school to continue with the 

support already in place.  

 The EHC plan will outline the type of 

individual/small group support your child will 

receive and what strategies must be put in 

place. It will also have long and short term 

goals for your child.  

 An additional adult may be used to support 

your child with whole class learning, run 

individual programmes or run small groups 

including your child.  

 

 

 


