
 

  

 

 

HISTORY CURRICULUM COVERAGE 



  

HISTORY INTENT 

Here at Wheatland’s Primary School, history is taught with the intent of giving children a secure, 
chronological understanding of key events during British History, as outlined in the National 
Curriculum. Children will also cover several aspects of ‘World History’ which will help to broaden 
their own knowledge and experiences of other cultures. Wherever possible, teachers will help 
children to understand the impact that earlier civilisations have had on our local area in order to 
further develop children’s knowledge and sense of pride in Redcar and its surroundings. The 
children will also cover two discreet local history topics to further support this. 

There is a strong emphasis on children developing the skills they need to become independent, 
thoughtful and resilient historians. They will develop their skills in investigating sources of 
information and be able to form their own conclusions on a key date, event or figure as well as 
asking questions to further develop their understanding. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History: The Early Years Foundation Stage 
Nursery Understanding the World • Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 

family’s history. 
Reception Understanding the World • Comment on images of familiar situations in the 

past.  

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, 

including figures from the past. 
Early Learning Goals Understanding 

the World 

Past and Present  • Talk about the lives of people around them and 

their roles in society.  

• Know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class.  

• Understand the past through settings, characters 

and events encountered in books read in class 

and storytelling. 



History: Key Stage 1  

Year 1 

Within living memory Beyond living memory Lives of significant people Local history 

Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 

these should be used to reveal aspects of change in 

national life  

Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries]  

The lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods  

Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 

Our Grandparents 

• Know that the toys their 

grandparents played with were 

different to their own. 

• Organise a number of artefacts by 

age 

• Know what a number of older 

objects were used for. 

• Know the main differences 

between their school days and 

that of their grandparents. 

 
Neil Armstrong 

• Name a famous person from 

the past and explain why 

they are famous (within living 

memory). 

Redcar Seafront 

• Know the name of a 

famous person, or a 

famous place, close to 

where they live (within 

living memory). 

S
k

ills  

Chronological Understanding 

 

• Sequence events within their 

lives. 

• Sequence 3 or 4 artefacts 

from distinctly different 

periods of time.   
 

 

Range of depth of historical 

knowledge 

 

• Recognise the difference 

between past and 

present in their own and 

others’ lives.  

• Retell simply an event 

from the past.  

Interpretations of History 

 

• Begin to distinguish between 

fact and fiction.  

• Compare adults talking 

about the past.  

Historical Enquiry 

 

• Find answers to a simple 

question about the past 

from sources of 

information. E.g. 

artefacts, simple text 

books.  

 



 

History: Key Stage 1  

Year 2 

Within living memory Beyond living memory Lives of significant people Local history 

Changes within living memory. Where 

appropriate, these should be used to reveal 

aspects of change in national life  

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of 
London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]  

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods  

Significant historical events, people and places 
in their own locality 

 
The Great Fire of London 

Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder 

Plot 

• Know about an event or events 

that happened long ago 

before their grandparents were 

born.  

• Know what we use today 

instead of a number of older 

given artefacts.   

Nelson Mandella and Florence 

Nightingale  

 

• Know about a famous 

person from outside of the 

UK and explain why they are 

famous.  UK  

• Know the similarities and 

differences between 

Florence Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole. and explain 

why they are famous 
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Chronological 

Understanding 

 

• Sequence artefacts 

closer together in 

time. 

Range of depth of historical 

knowledge 

 

• Explain why an event 

happened. 

• Identify differences in ways of 

life at different times.   

Interpretations of History 

 

• Compare two versions of a 

past event. 

• Compare pictures or 

photographs of people or 

events from the past.   

 

Historical Enquiry 

 

• Use a source to answer 

questions about the past by 

making simple observations.   



History: Year 3 

CHRONOLOGY (Stone age to 1066) Beyond 1066 LOCAL STUDY 

To include:  
• Stone age to Iron age 
• Romans 
• Anglo-Saxons 
• Vikings 

An aspect of theme that takes pupils beyond 1066 • A local study linked to one of the periods of time studied under chronology; 
or 

• A local study that could extend beyond 1066 

The Stone Age to The Iron Age 

• Know how Britain changed from the 

beginning of the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age.  

• Know the main differences between the 

Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages.  

• Know what is meant by ‘hunter gatherers’. 
• Explore the impact this civilisation had on 

Redcar and the surrounding area.   

  

ANCIENT ANCIENTS (approx. 3000 

years ago) 

CIVILIZATIONS from 1000 years ago ANCIENT GREECE 

Cover each of, then choose one to look at in depth: 
• Ancient Egypt 
• Ancient Sumer 
• Indus Valley 
• Shang Dynasty 

Choose one of: 
• Mayans 
• Islamic Civilizations 
• Benin Civilization 

• Greek life and influence on the Western world 

  Ancient Greece 

• Know some of the main characteristics of the Athenians and 

the Spartans 

• Know about the influence the gods had on Ancient Greece 

• Know at least five sports from the Ancient Greek Olympics 
 

Skills  

Chronological Understanding 

 

• Place the time studied on a 

timeline.  

• Use some dates and terms 

related to the topic being 

studied.  

• Sequence up to 6 artefacts 

or events.  

Range of depth of historical 

knowledge 

 

• Know about the lives of 

everyday people.  

• Compare everyday life then 

to our life today.    

• Explain in detail why an event 

happened. 

Interpretations of History 

 

• Compare different versions of the 

same event. 

• Begin to explain why the same 

event may be retold in different 

ways. 

 

Historical Enquiry 

 

• Use a range of sources to find out 

about a period.  

• Pick out small but important details in 

artefacts and pictures.  

• Begin to use the library and internet 

for research.  

   



 

S
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Chronological Understanding 

• Place up to 6 events from the time 

studied on a timeline.   

• Use terms related to the topic being 

studied and give key events dates.  

 

Range of depth of historical 

knowledge 

• Use evidence to explain the lives 

of everyday people.  

• Identify key features and events 

of the time being studied.  

• Explain why an event happened 

and what the consequences 

were.   

Interpretations of History 

• Begin to evaluate the 

usefulness of different 

sources.  

   

Historical Enquiry 

• Use a several different pieces of 

evidence to build up a picture of a past 

event.  

• Ask a variety of questions to develop an 

understanding of an event.  

• Use the library and internet for research. 

 

 

History: Year 4 

CHRONOLOGY (Stone age to 1066) Beyond 1066 LOCAL STUDY 

• Stone age to Iron age 
• Romans 
• Anglo-Saxons 
• Vikings 

An aspect of theme that takes pupils beyond 1066 • A local study linked to one of the periods of time studied under 
chronology; or 

• A local study that could extend beyond 1066 

The Romans 

• Know how Britain changed from The Iron Age to the end 

of the Roman occupation.  

• Know how the Roman occupation helped to advance 

British society.   

• Know how there was resistance to the Roman 

occupation and know about Boudicca.  

• Know about at least one famous Roman emperor.   
• Explore the impact this civilisation had on Redcar and the 

surrounding area.   

  

ANCIENT ANCIENTS (approx. 3000 years ago) CIVILIZATIONS from 1000 years ago ANCIENT GREECE 

Cover each, then choose one to look at in depth: 
• Ancient Egypt 
• Ancient Sumer 
• Indus Valley 
• Shang Dynasty 

Choose one of: 
• Mayans 
• Islamic Civilizations 
• Benin Civilization 

Greek life and influence on the Western world 

The Egyptians 

• Know about and name some of the advanced societies 

that were in the world around 3000 years ago.  

• Know about the key features of the Ancient Egyptians.  

  



 

 

History: Year 5 

CHRONOLOGY (Stone Age to 1066) Chronology (Stone Age to 1066) LOCAL STUDY 

• Stone age to Iron age 
• Romans 
• Anglo-Saxons 
• Vikings 

• Stone Age to Iron Age 
• Romans 
• Anglo-Saxons 
• Vikings 

• A local study linked to one of the periods of time studied under chronology; 
or 

• A local study that could extend beyond 1066 

The Anglo Saxons 

• Know how Britain changed between the end of the 

Roman occupation and 1066  

• Know about how the Anglo-Saxons attempted to bring 

about law and order into the country 

• Know that during the Anglo-Saxon period Britain was 

divided into many kingdoms 

• Know that the way the kingdoms were divided led to 

the creation of some of our county boundaries today 

• Use a time line to show when the Anglo-Saxons were in 

England 

• Explore the impact this civilisation had on Redcar and 

the surrounding area.   

The Vikings 

• Know where the Vikings 

originated from and show 

this on a map 

• Know that the Vikings and 

Anglo-Saxons were often in 

conflict 

• Know why the Vikings 

frequently won battles with 

the Anglo-Saxons 

• Explore the impact this 

civilisation had on Redcar 

and the surrounding area.   

Redcar 

• Know about a period of history that has strong connections to 

their locality and understand the issues associated with the 

period. 

• Know how the lives of wealthy people were different from the 

lives of poorer people during this time  

ANCIENT ANCIENTS (approx. 3000 years ago) CIVILIZATIONS from 1000 

years ago 

ANCIENT GREECE 

Cover each, then choose one to look at in depth: 
• Ancient Egypt 
• Ancient Sumer 
• Indus Valley 
• Shang Dynasty 

Choose one of: 
• Mayans 
• Islamic Civilizations 
• Benin Civilization 

Greek life and influence on the Western world 

S
k

ills
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

• Know and sequence up 

to 8 key events of the 

time being studied. 

• Use relevant terms, 

dates and events with 

increasing confidence.  

 

Range and Depth of Historical 

Knowledge 

• Study different aspects of different 

people. E.g. differences between 

men and women.  

• Explain the causes and 

consequences of an event in detail. 

• Compare life in early and late times 

being studied.  

• Compare an aspect of life with the 

same aspect in another period.  

Interpretations of History 

• Compare several accounts 

of events from different 

sources. 

• Offer reasons for the 

different accounts of 

events.  

Historical Enquiry 

• Begin to identify primary and secondary sources.  

• Use different sources of evidence to build a clear 

picture of an event.  

• Use the library and internet for research with 

increasing confidence.  

• Choose the most relevant sections of information 

in research.  



 

History: Year 6 

CHRONOLOGY (Stone age to 1066) Beyond 1066 LOCAL STUDY 

• Stone age to Iron age 
• Romans 
• Anglo-Saxons 
• Vikings 

An aspect of theme that takes pupils beyond 1066 • A local study linked to one of the periods of time studied 
under chronology; or 

• A local study that could extend beyond 1066 

 

The Industrial Revolution 

• Know about a theme in British history which extends beyond 

1066 and explain why this was important in relation to British 

history 

• Know how to place historical events and people from the 

past societies and periods in a chronological framework 

• know how Britain has had a major influence on the world 

• Explore the impact this period in time had on Redcar and 

the surrounding area.   

 

ANCIENT ANCIENTS (approx. 3000 

years ago) 

CIVILIZATIONS from 1000 years ago ANCIENT GREECE 

Cover each, then choose one to look at in depth: 
• Ancient Egypt 
• Ancient Sumer 
• Indus Valley 
• Shang Dynasty 

Choose one of: 

• Mayans 

• Islamic Civilizations 

• Benin Civilization 

Greek life and influence on the Western world 

  The Mayans 

• Know about the impact that The Mayan civilisation had on 

the world 

• Know why they were considered an advanced society in 

relation to that period of time in Europe 

 

S
k

ills
 

Chronological Understanding 

• Place the time being 

studied on a timeline with 

other time periods from 

previous years. 

• Use relevant dates, terms 

and events with 

confidence.  

• Sequence up to 10 events 

on a timeline.  

Range and Depth of Historical Knowledge 

• Find out about beliefs, behaviour and 

characteristics of people, recognising 

that not everyone shares the same 

views and feelings.  

• Compare beliefs and behaviour with 

another time studied.  

• Write a detailed explanation of an 

event, giving cause and effect using 

evidence.  

• Know key dates, characters and 

events of time being studied.  

Interpretations of History 

• Link sources together to explain 

their own conclusions on key 

events.  

• Consider ways to check the 

accuracy of interpretations of 

events- fact, fiction or opinion.  

 

Historical Enquiry 

• Recognise primary and secondary sources.  

• Use a range of sources to find out about an 

aspect of the past. 

• Suggest omissions in sources and the means 

of finding out the missing information.   

• Bring together knowledge from several 

different sources in a fluent account of an 

event.  

• Confidently use the library and internet for 

research.   



 

Vocabulary Progression 

EYFS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

• myself 

• family 

• born 

• past 

• now 

• old 

• older 

• oldest 

• past 

• present 

• remember 

• memory 

• then 
 

• past 

• present 

• artefact 

• chronological 
order 

• event 

• historian 

• past 

• present 

• timeline 

• AD and BC 

• chronological 
order 

• artefact 

• primary source 

• historian 

• archaeologist 

• millennium 

• artefact 

• primary source 

• chronological 
order 

• timeline 

• AD and BC 

• invasion 

• occupation 

• conquest 

• historian 

• archaeologist 

• millennium 

• century  

• Empire 

• primary source 

• secondary 
source 

• chronological 
order 

• AD and BC 

• invasion 

• occupation 

• conquest 

• civilisation 

• local history 

• consequences 

• historian 

• archaeologist 

• millennium 

• century 

• decade 

• Kingdom 

• primary source 

• secondary 
source 

• chronological 
order 

• invasion 

• occupation 

• conquest 

• civilisation 

• consequences 

• account 

• evidence 

• historian 

• archaeologist  

• period 

• millennium 

• century 

• decade 
 

 


