
  
Amazing Africa 
Topic Overview 

As part of their study on Africa, pupils will develop their understanding of another 

continent. 

Across a range of subjects they will learn about the rich, diverse culture and wildlife of the 

54 countries that call this continent home. 

This will spark their curiosity and provide a stimulating context in which to use their 

imagination and concentration to learn new, creative skills. 

 

   As Geographers, the children will locate 

Africa and African countries on a map before looking in more 

detail at the climate, animals, habitats, human and physical 

geography of this stunning continent.  

To develop their knowledge of physical geographical features 

closer to home, they will take part in field work with a trip to 

Saltburn to help them understand how cliffs are formed as 

well as beginning to consider the mountains, valleys, 

sandbanks and mudflats, which make up the area 

surrounding the river Tees.    

As Designers, the children will be joining fabrics 

and components to make an animal puppet for a zoo or 

safari gift shop. They will also be choosing and 

preparing ingredients for an African dish. 

   
As Artists, they will explore African patterns. They will 

work with clay, joining two pinch pots to create African 

inspired pottery before moving on to look at print 

making techniques, where they will using pressing, 

rolling, rubbing and stamping to create their own 

patterns and art work.  

               

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       As Writers, the children will use 

                                       a range of stories with an  

                                       African theme to write poetry 

along with setting and character descriptions.  

They will also develop their information and report 

writing skills, beginning with a report on meerkats. 

Later, they will look at letters and e-mails as a way of 

communicating.  

 

  As Scientists, the children will continue to develop 

their knowledge of British habitats, explaining how animals 

and plants are suited to living there.  

We are excited for our trips to Margrove Park and Saltburn 

where we will explore woodlands, meadows and coastal 

habitats as well as taking part in pond dipping and rock 

pooling.  

We will also continue to look at world habitats, focussing on 

the deserts, tundra and rainforests of Africa.  

Later in the term, we will take a closer look at plants 

classifying seeds and bulbs and observing how they turn into 

mature plants. The children will carry out simple tests to find 

out what happens to plants in different conditions and 

explain their findings.  

 

 

 As digital users, the children will use Chrome Music Lab to create a digital piece of music using an 

animal as inspiration. They will also work as coders, using Scratch Junior to create their own quiz question 

designs, including their own choices of question, artwork, and algorithms.  

                                                                                                      

Links to prior learning: 

• Knowledge of the poles, equator, the 7 continents 
and 5 oceans.  

• Study of the lives of Florence Nightingale and Mary 
Seacole.  

• An understanding of the suitability of materials.  

• Knowledge of life processes and basic needs.  

• Knowledge of the democracy, rights and respect.  

 

 As Musicians, we will listen to and appraise 

different styles of South African music, using the 

celebratory song- Hands, Feet, Heart, to develop 

our singing, playing and improvising. After the half 

term, we will focus on Zootime, where we will look 

at reggae music.  

   
As Historians, the children will be finding out about 

the civil rights leader and first black president of 

South Africa, Nelson Mandela. They will learn 

about his fight for equal rights in South Africa and 

the change that he brought about.  

This will link closely to their learning about the 

importance of respecting the similarities and 

differences between people, including those with 

different or no faith.  

As member of the school community, they will 

also learn about rights and responsibilities and 

think once again about democracy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


