
   Marvellous Mayans! 
Topic Overview 

As part of their study on the Mayans, pupils will look at Mayan life and achievements, as well 
as their influence on the Western World. The children will look at the relevance of the ancient 
Mayan calendar, the discovery of chocolate, the Mayan number system and also traditional 
Mayan dress. The children will be immersed in engaging activities, which will capture their 
curiosity. 

As a Historian, the children will place 
key historical events and periods on a 
chronological timeline, identifying the 
main period of the ancient Mayan 
Civilisation. They will also draw 
comparisons to other advanced 
societies within the same time period 
to create a comparative fact file. Using 
historical enquiry, children will discover 
who the Mayans were and how their 
knowledge of astronomy and 
mathematics helped to create the 
Mayan calendar. They will research the 
ancient calendar system, learn how the 
Mayans created the concept of zero, 
and use this to create a double page 
spread. 

 

As a Geographer the children will 
research the Mayan rainforest 
civilisations and locate hidden forest 
cities on a world map before 
presenting them in an informative 
leaflet. 

As an Artist, the children will  
build on their previous learning 
of the Mayan calendar and 
research the Mayan 20 day 
name symbols. They will use 
Indian ink and learn how to 
create accurate print designs to 
recreate the name symbols and 
interpret their meaning. They 
will experiment with different 
media to create an abstract, 
monochrome picture. These will 
be presented in a Mayan gallery. 

As a Designer the children will research 
traditional Mayan jewellery, evaluate 
key patterns and features, and discuss 
why this appealed to Mayan people. 
The children will then experiment with 
a variety of media to create a 
rubbing of a Mexican design. This will 
be used to inform the design and 
creation of a clay pendant where the 
Mexican design will be represented in 
clay using a range of specific tools. 

As a Musician, the children will 

explore rhythm structures using 

the Charanga music scheme.   

 

As a Writer, the children will write 

a magazine feature about Mayan 

sport.  They will write a detailed 

set of instructions about Mayan 

mask making.  Alongside this, the 

children will research and write a 

report about the famous Mayan 

landmark Chichen Itza. 

As a Scientist, the children will explore 

the effect of light and shadows and 

investigate how the Mayans used light 

from the sun to structure their day. 

As a Digital User the children will gather data and learn to 

use spreadsheets.  By using a computer programme, the 

children will create a game and link it to the Mayans. 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• Use chronological skills to place the Mayan period on 

a timeline 

• Use geographic skills to locate modern day countries 

which would have been a part of the Mayan Empire. 

WOW 
The Mayans were very fond of their 

food!  As an introduction to the topic, 

the children will have the chance to 

taste and rate a variety of Mayan 

foods. 

As a member of the school community they will 

enjoy learning about themselves, others and the 

world around them. As a respectful citizen the 

children will understand why we must respect the 

similarities and differences between people. 

SMSC links: 

This term we will initially focus on inspirational 

people and consider how people have inspired 

others by their actions and words. 

 


